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 Mr. Dorsey
Math Topics

COURSE DESCRIPTION


This course covers several advanced topics required for further study in mathematics, but it can also function as a capstone course for those students not pursing further math education.  Topics include more advances instruction in functions and their graphs, polynomial functions, exponential and logarithmic functions, advanced trigonometry, systems and matrices, analytic geometry, discrete mathematics, and statistics and probability.    
GRADING

Your grade directly depends upon you demonstrating to me that you have mastered the mathematics presented.    Your quarter and semester grades are calculated as follows:

QUARTER GRADE
1.
Tests







50% of grade

Tests are one of the key mechanisms used for assessing your knowledge of the mathematics.  You are allowed to retake tests.  When studying for retakes, don’t just memorize answers to the last test, but genuinely try to learn the material.  Retakes will cover the same material, but will have many different questions.

2.
Quizzes






35% of grade

Quizzes are similar to tests, but are reduced in scope and length and are a smaller portion of your grade.  Quizzes can also be retaken.  Some quizzes will be announced beforehand, but some quizzes could be pop quizzes.

3.
Assignments





15% of grade


Mathematics requires a lot of practice.  You will be assigned a minimum number of suggested problems to practice so that you can develop the skills necessary for mastery.  The number of assignment problems is a minimum.  You should take it upon yourself to do more problems if you think you need more practice. 

Late Work: 


You must turn in high quality work.  All work should be turned in at the beginning of the class period in which it is due unless I announce otherwise or special arrangements are made. All missed labs, tests and quizzes must be made up.

SEMESTER GRADE:  80% - Average of Quarter Grades, 20% - Semester Final Test
CLASS RULES*

1. 
Be on time and attend class daily.

Daily attendance and punctuality are important for success in school.  Each student must be in his or her seat with work materials when the tardy bell rings.  If a student is tardy, they will receive a detention.   Students are responsible for all the assignments and material missed while absent from class.

2.
Be prepared

Come to class prepared to learn.  Bring all necessary work materials---textbook, pencil, paper, etc. Try to use the restroom before class.
3. 
Focus on learning

The reason you are at school is to learn.   Stay focused on learning during class and don’t detract from other students’ learning by being disruptive. 

4.
Be diligent

To be diligent means to carefully complete all tasks in a prompt manner whether they be assignments, tests, quizzes or other projects.  

5.
Be kind and respectful
Show respect to your peers, the teachers, and to any guests at the school.  Have a kind attitude regarding other students.
In addition to the class rules mentioned above, all school-wide rules will be in effect.  See the student handbook for information on school conduct and discipline policies.
*Additional rules may be added if required.


I have read and understand the above rules as they apply to my class this year and agree to make every effort to follow both the spirit and letter of these rules.
Student Signature_______________________________________Date_______
Parent / Guardian Signature _______________________________Date_______


